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DGS ORDER
on Age Norms and other Qualitative Parameters w.r.t. vessels

F. No. 16-17011/5/2022-SD-DGS Dated: 24.02.2023

DGS Order No. 06 of 2023

Sub: Age Norms and other Qualitative Parameters for Registration/operation of Vessels
under Indian flag and, the foreign flag vessels required to apply for Licence under Sec
406 & 407 of The Merchant Shipping Act 1958.

The objective of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, is to foster the development and
ensure the efficient maintenance of Indian mercantile marine in a manner best suited to serve
the national interests.

2 The registration, certification, safety and security of Indian ships is a means to achieve
the objective of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958.

3 The quality tonnage is paramount for safe and secure expansion of the maritime sector
and to achieve sustainability in ocean governance.

4. The safety of life at sea and ships depends on the quality of tonnage registered underthe
flag of a country.

5 The IMO has adopted initial strategy for reduction of Green House Gas and to achieve
the targets defined by IMO, the vessel need to be transformed to alternate fuel ships and age
norms will assist in ensuring gradual phasing out of fossil fuel ships and ushering of
alternate/lowcarbon energy efficient ships.

6. The Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, is under review, and once the new legislation is
enacted, the rules and conditions for registration shall be reviewed.

1 Whereas the average age of world fleet is on the declining trend, the average age of the
Indian tonnage is on the increasing trend over the years.

8. Whereas, the existing guidelines stipulate that no prior technical clearance is required

for acquisition of vessels below twenty-five years of age and would be required for vessels of
andabove twenty-five years of age.
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